
Baptism and the Old Testament

• Why Baptism?

– Romans 6        57 A.D.
– Acts 2              33 A.D.
– Was baptism new and shocking?
– Was baptism already understood?



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Ritual Washings

– Important part of Old Testament Law
– Lev. 14:8-9 cleansing of a leper
– Lev. 16:23-28 regulations, day of atonement
– Lev. 17:15-16 eating animals that died naturally



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Ritual Washings and Baptism

Hebrews 9:6-10 “Now when these things had been thus 
prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the 
tabernacle, performing the services. 7 But into the second 
part the high priest went alone once a year, not without 
blood, which he offered for himself and for the people's sins 
committed in ignorance; 8 the Holy Spirit indicating this, that 
the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest 
while the first tabernacle was still standing. 9 It was symbolic 
for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are 
offered which cannot make him who performed the service 
perfect in regard to the conscience—10 concerned only with 
foods and drinks, various washingswashings, and fleshly ordinances 
imposed until the time of reformation.      NKJV



Baptism and the Old Testament
• Ritual Washings and Baptism

• Hebrews 9:10 

– New King James “concerned only with foods and drinks,
various washingswashings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until
the time of reformation.”

– Young’s Literal Translation “Only in food, and drinks,
and different baptismsbaptisms, and fleshly ordinances-till the
time of reformation imposed upon them.”

– The Plain English Bible “These were only physical
rules about food, drink, and different kinds of washingswashings
(footnote: literally, immersionsimmersions). They were to last until
the time when everything would be made right.”



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Ritual Washings and Baptism

– Old Testament

• Tabal  
– To dip; to dip into; to plunge; to dip oneself; to be

dipped
• II Kings 5:14

– English – “dipped”
– Hebrew – “tabal”
– Septuagint – “ebaptisato”

– New Testament

• Acts 2:38 – “baptizo”
• Heb. 9:10 – “baptismos” 



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Ritual Washings and Baptism

– Heb.9:10 “concerned only with foods and drinks,
various washingswashings, (baptismos) and fleshly ordinances 
imposed until the time of reformation.”

• Strong’s Concordance
– a washing, purification effected by means of water
– of washing prescribed by the Mosaic law
– which seems to mean an exposition of the

difference between the washings prescribed by the
Mosaic law and Christian baptism



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Ritual Washings and Baptism

– Jewish tradition to be converted to Judaism

• “The Jews required three things of strangers who 
declared themselves to be converts to the Law of 
Moses: circumcision, baptism, and to offer sacrifice if 
they were men: the two latter if they were women.” 

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Old Testament Prophecies

– Isaiah 1:16-18 “WashWash (immerse) yourselves, make 
yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from 
before My eyes. Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; 
Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the 
fatherless, Plead for the widow.  18 "Come now, and let 
us reason together," Says the Lord "Though your sins are 
like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they 
are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.”



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Old Testament Prophecies

– Zech. 13:1 “In that day there will be a springspring opened to 
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
for sin and for uncleanness.”
– Heb. 9:9-10 “This is symbolic for today: It shows that 
gifts and sacrifices, which are being offered to God, 
cannot clear the worshiper’s conscience. These were only 
physical rules about food, drink, and different kinds of 
washingswashings (immersions). They were to last until the time 
when everything would be made right.”    
The Plain English Bible



Baptism and the Old Testament

Baptism!!!!
– Sacrifice

•In the O.T. the blood of animals had to be sacrificed over 
and over again because as Heb. 10:4 says, “the blood of 
bulls and goats can not take away sin.”
• In the N.T. we have the perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ. 
He shed His blood once for all time. No more sacrifice is 
needed.

– Washings

• In the O.T. the ritual washings had to take place over 
and over again because it could not cleanse them once 
and for all time.
• In the N.T. we have the immersion of baptism that 
cleanses us once for all time because that is where we 
come in contact with the blood of Jesus that washes away 
all sin. 



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Baptism In The New Testament

– Acts 2:38 “Repent, and let every one of you be baptizedbaptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”

– Acts 22:16 “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be 
baptizedbaptized, and washwash away your sins.”

– Hebrews 10:19-22 “Therefore, brethren, having boldness 
to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that 
is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washedwashed with pure water.”



Baptism and the Old Testament
• Baptism In The New Testament

– I Corinthians 6:9-11 “Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God. and such were some of you. But you were 
washedwashed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”
– Titus 3:4-7 “But when the kindness and the love of God 
our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, through the washing washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having 
been justified by His grace we should become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.”



Baptism and the Old Testament

• Why Baptism?

– To be washed

– To be cleansed

– To be sanctified

– To be justified

– To be right with God

– To have sins washed away

– To be made white as snow

– BECAUSE IT IS WHAT GOD COMMANDS!



What About You?

Have You Been 

Washed, Immersed, Baptized

For The 

Remission of Sins?



By Bob Gard – Hollister Missouri church of Christ
Adapted from an article written by Brent Kercheville,
“Baptism and the Old Testament”


