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Baptism
Greek = baptizo

Thayer’s Greek – English Lexicon

1. To dip, immerse, submerge

2. Cleanse by dipping, wash, make clean by water

3. Overwhelm  (Mark 10:35-40)

Vines Expository Dictionary

1. Consisting of the process of immersion, submersion

and emergence.

If God wanted to convey the idea to sprinkle or pour:

1. katacheo = to pour

2. rhantizo = to sprinkle



Faith
Vines Expository Dictionary

1. Firm persuasion

2. Trust or trust worthiness

3. By metonymy, what is believed, the contents of faith,
“The Faith”

Metonymy = the use of the name of one thing for that of 
another which it naturally suggest

examples:  scepter = sovereignty
red, white, blue = United States

Synecdoche = a figure of speech where a part is used for 
the whole

examples:  “twenty head of cattle” not just talking about
the head but represents the “whole” cow           



Faith
Vines Expository Dictionary

The main elements in faith, it its relation to God, as 

distinct from faith in man, are especially brought out in

the use of this noun and the corresponding verb,   

pisteuo.

They are:

1. A firm conviction, producing a full acknowledgement

of God’s revelation or truth

2. A personal surrender to Him

3. A conduct inspired by such a surrender



Faith
Dictionary of New Testament Theology

1. To put faith in, to let oneself be convinced or to

demand, so that it gets the meaning to obey
2. From the meaning to allow oneself to be convinced

comes the variant to have faith (as in another). From

the meaning to let oneself be persuaded comes the 

use in the sense of follows (another), be obedient, 

to obey



Faith
True biblical faith is an obedient faith!

Matthew 7:21

“Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the

will of My Father in heaven.”

Romans 1:5

“Through Him we have received grace and 

apostleship for obedience to the faith among all 

nations for His name.”

Romans 16:26

“Scriptures has been made known to all nations, 

according to the commandment of the everlasting 

God, for obedience to the faith.”



Faith
True biblical faith is an obedient faith!

James 2:14-20

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works? Can faith save 
him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of 
daily food, and one of you says to them, "Depart in 
peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them 
the things which are needed for the body, what does it 
profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. But someone will say, "You have faith, 
and I have works." Show me your faith without your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You 
believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the 
demons believe – and tremble! But do you want to 
know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?”



Bible Says Many Things Save Us

1. The Word              (James 1:21; Acts 11:14

2. Gospel                  (Romans 1:16; I Cor. 15:1-2)

3. Blood of Christ      (Heb. 7:7; Rom. 5:9-10)

4. Death of Christ      (Rom. 5:9-10)

5. Belief                     (Jn. 3:16; Mrk. 16:16; Acts 16:31)

6. Repentance           (Luke 13:3; II Cor. 7:10)

7. Confession            (Acts 8:36-38; Rom. 10:10)

8. Baptism                 (Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21)

9. Works                    (James 2:24)

10. Heed Doctrine      (I Tim. 4:16)   



Bible Says Many Things Save Us

11. Mercy                   (Titus 3:4-5)

12. Jesus                    (Jn. 3:16-17; 12:47; Heb. 7:27)

13. Grace                   (Acts 15:11; Eph. 2:5,8)

14. Hope                    (Rom. 8:24)

15. God                      (Rom. 8:33)

16. Holy Spirit            (I Cor. 6:11)

17. Faith                     (Heb. 11:6; I Tim. 2:15)

18. Preaching             (I Cor. 1:21)

19. Hearing                 (Rom. 10:17)

20. Jesus’ Life             (Rom. 5:10)



Bible Says Many Things Save Us

21. Name of Jesus    (Acts 4:10-12; I Cor. 6:11)

22. Love                     (John 3:16; I Tim. 2:15)

23. Doing God’s Will  (Matthew 7:21)

24. Righteousness     (Matthew 5:20)

25. Enduring               (Matthew 10:22)

26. Turning                 (James 5:20)

27. Childbearing         (I Tim. 2:15; Rom. 6:22)

28. Holiness                (I Tim. 2:15; Rom. 6:22)

29. Love of Truth        (II Thess. 2:10)

30. Calling on name of Lord     (Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:13)



Bible Says Many Things Save Us

By looking at the list of things that save us, we can clearly 

see that there is not just one or two things that save us.

All of these “things” must work together to bring about our 

salvation. God has done His part by offering salvation to 

all of mankind through His love, mercy, grace, Son, 

gospel, etc. Now, man must do his part by obedience to 

the conditions (commands) of God.



Bible Says Many Things Save Us

We must accept God’s salvation on His terms. By hearing, 

believing, repenting, confessing, baptism, doing God’s 

will, holiness, working, enduring, etc.

When, and only when, we have completely obeyed the 

conditions (commands) of God do we receive salvation.



Many Say, “Saved by grace – not baptism”

Ephesians 2:5-9

“Even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

and raised us up together, and made us sit together in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to 

come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace 

in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 

you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 

should boast.”



Bible, Own Best Interpreter
For Example

Ephesians 5:18-19

What does it mean to “…be filled with the Spirit?”

We can turn to a parallel passage, one where a writer is  

talking about the same subject but in another passage.

Colossians 3:16

After reading this parallel passage we see that “…be 

filled with the Spirit” in Ephesians is the same thing as 

“let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” in Colossians.



Bible, Own Best Interpreter
So, what about Ephesians 2:5-9 where it says, “…by grace 

you have been saved”?

Are we saved by grace only?

Is there nothing else that brings about our salvation?

Is this verse, as some claim, saying that baptism is not 

necessary for salvation?

Let’s look a parallel passage of Ephesians 2:5-9 and see!



Bible, Own Best Interpreter

Ephesians 2:5-9 Colossians 2:11-13

Dead in trespasses(5)                      Dead in trespasses (13)

Alive together with Christ (5)            Alive together with Him (13)

Raised up…with Christ (6)               Raised with Him (12)

You have been saved (8)                 Have forgiven your trespasses (13)

Through faith (8)                               Through faith (12)

Not of works (9)                                Made without hands (11)

By grace you have been saved (8)  Buried with Him in baptism (12)  



Bible, Own Best Interpreter

By comparing these parallel passages we see that the 

Apostle Paul, as guided by the Holy Spirit, is not saying 

in Ephesians 2:5-9 that we are saved only by the grace 

of God but that through the grace of God He has given 

us a means by which we can be saved and that involves 

baptism! 

We are not saved by “grace only”, “faith only” or “baptism 

only”, but by complete obedience to the commands of 

God, which includes being baptized for the washing 

away of sins as stated in Acts 22:16.



Works
Some say, we are not saved by works, baptism is a work, 

therefore, baptism is not necessary for salvation.

Is this a true statement?           Consider this….

If baptism plays no part in salvation because it is a work, 

then neither can we be saved by faith because faith is 

also a work!

First, let’s notice that faith requires us to do something.



Works
Romans 1:5

“Through Him we have received grace and apostleship 

for obedience to the faith among all nations for His 

name.”

Romans 16:26
“But now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures 

made known to all nations, according to the 

commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to 

the faith.”

Biblical faith requires “obedience” to the will of God!



Works
Galatians 5:6

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through 

love.”

I Thess. 1:3
“Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor 

of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the sight of our God and Father.”

II Thess. 1:11
“Therefore we also pray always for you that our God 

would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the 

good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with 

power.”



Works
As we see in these verses, “Faith Is A Work!”

Therefore, if we say that baptism plays no part in salvation 

because it is a work, then neither can we be saved by 

faith because faith is also a work!

But what about passages like, Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 

4:1-5 and Titus 3:4-5 that seem to say works do not save 

us?

Yet, James 2:14-24 says that we are saved by works!

Which is true? 



Different Types of Works
Works of Merit

Works done to earn something. These people believe 
they deserve something because of their works – good
deeds.

They go to church every Sunday

Give as they should

Take of the Lord’s supper

Give to the poor

Good moral people, don’t cuss, steal, lie, etc.

These are the works spoke of in Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 4:1-5; 
Titus 3:4-5.



Different Types of Works
Works of Faith (obedience)

Works done to receive a promise. These people do not 

think they deserve anything but want to receive what has 

been promised to them through obedience to God.

They understand that their works of faith are simply their 

duty to obey God. It is only through the grace and mercy 

of God that these promises are being offered.

These are the works spoken of in James 2:14-24



Different Type of Works
Works of Faith (obedience)

These are the type of works for which God created us 

and requires each of us, as Christians, to do.

Ephesians 2:10
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 

we should walk in them.”

Hebrews 5:9
“And having been perfected, He became the author of 

eternal salvation to all who obey Him.”

Works of faith (obedience to God) = Eternal Life



Different Types of Works
Works of Faith (obedience)

God expects us to work and has given us everything we 

need in order to do good works.

II Timothy 3:16-17
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every

good work.”



Baptism: Work of Faith
Baptism Requires Faith

Mark 16:16
“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 

who does not believe will be condemned.”

Acts 8:36-38
“Now as they went down the road, they came to some 

water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What 

hinders me from being baptized?” Then Philip said, “If 

you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he 

answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God.” So he commanded the chariot to stand 

still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into 

the water, and he baptized him.”



Baptism: Work of Faith
Baptism is a work of faith where one receives the promises 

of God…

Forgiveness of Sins          (Acts 2:38)

Union With Christ              (Gal. 3:27-28)

Cleansing                          (Acts 22:16)

Sonship (Gal. 3:26-29)

Justification                       (I Cor. 6:11)

Eternal Life                        (John 3:5)

Salvation                            (Mark 16:16)

Baptism is a work of faith that is simply obedience to the 
commands of God. 



Do’s and Don’ts of Baptism
What Baptism Does

Destroys Old Man                  (Rom. 6:3-4)

Creates New Man                  (Rom. 6:3-4)

Washes Away Sins                (Acts 22:16)

Puts One Into Body                (I Cor. 12:13)

Adds One Into Christ              (II Cor. 5:17)

Saves                                      (I Peter 3:21)



Do’s and Don’ts of Baptism
What Baptism Does Not Do

Remove Temptation                   (James 1:12-16)

Make One Sinless                      (I John 1:6-10)

Guarantee Eternal Life               (Heb. 3:12)

Give Power To Do Miracles        (Mark 16:17-20)



Baptism     Faith     Works
As we have seen, we must carefully study all of God’s word 

concerning His desire for us. It is easy to just look at one 

or two verses and come to a wrong conclusion. We need 

to do as Paul told Timothy…

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 

worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth.” II Tim. 2:15

Even as we read and study God’s word we are working!



Baptism     Faith     Works
It is important that we read, study and rightly divide the 

word of truth because come judgment day we will be 

judged by God’s Word.

John 12:46-48
“I have come as a light into the world, that whoever 

believes in Me should not abide in darkness. And if 

anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not 

judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to 

save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive 

My words, has that which judges him—the word that I 

have spoken will judge him in the last day.”



What About You?

Will You Obey All of God’s 

Commands and Be Saved Today?



By Bob Gard – Hollister Missouri church of Christ
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