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A preacher was visiting a family and discussing the
word of God with them when the question was asked:

“Why Is there so many different ideas today as to
what a person must do to be saved?”

There are a lot of Ideas, or theories, in the world
today on how to be saved.

Some believe we are saved by:

The grace of God only.
Faith only.

Obedience alone.




The truth of the matter is that we are saved by all 3.

We are saved by the grace of God, but not by grace
alone.

We are saved by faith, but not by faith alone.

We are saved through obedience, but not through
the rigid and legalistic ideas that some have.

This morning lets talk about grace, faith, and
obedience, and see how each one plays apart in our
salvation.




What Is Grace?

Some say it is:

G—God'’s
R---Riches
A---At
C—Christ’s
E—EXxpense

If we were to define grace we would say it Is:

Unmerited favor.




C.L. Milton said grace Is:

“God’s unmerited, free, spontaneous love for sinful
man, revealed and made effective in Jesus Christ.

Basically it is an attitude which God holds, in which
He looks upon sinful man with mercy and love, and

bestows upon him kindness and undeserved and
unmerited favor.

Man does absolutely nothing which induces God to
offer grace.

It IS God’s own desire and Initiative and IS In no
sense earned or deserved.




Ephesians 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of
works, lest anyone should boast.

Man is In the position to either accept or reject
God’s grace.

However, he is not in the position, nor will he ever
be In the position, to “return the favor” to God or pay
Him back in any way.

Salvation iIs based on atonement, not attainment.

This also does away with the notion of mere “rule
keeping,” which no one can do well-enough to obtain
salvation.




Grace Is a basic biblical principle.

But It Is often misunderstood.

Calvinism places extreme emphasis upon the fact
that grace Is “free” and tends to destroy man’s
responsibility and free-moral agency.

From this comes the doctrine of divine election which
says, man Is not himself responsible—God does the
choosing for him.

Others totally go the opposite way that says grace
only plays an insignificant role in our salvation
therefore man must keep rules and work his way to
heaven.

Both are false.




Grace I1s mentioned or at least referred to in 22 of the
27 New Testament books.

Some prominent passages are:

John 1:17
For the law came by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:5
...by grace you have been saved.

Romans 6:14
...we are not under law but under grace.

Time does not allow us to mention Romans 3:21-27,
Il Timothy 1:8-10, Titus 3:4-7, and other verses that
talk about grace.




Grace does not end after one Is converted.

| Corinthians 10:13
No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow
you to be tempted beyond your strength, but with the

temptation will also provide the escape, that you may
be able to bear It.

Hebrews 13:5-6
For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you.” So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my
helper; | will not fear. What can man do to me?”




| John 1:7-2:2

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we

have fe
Jesus C
say we

lowship with one another, and the blood of
nrist His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we

nave no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the

truth i1s not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from

all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned,
we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. My
little children, these things | write to you, so that you

may

not sin. And If anyone sins, we have an

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and
not for our only but also for the whole world.




There should be no mistake, without the grace of God
there would be ___ salvation.

Man could not even think about salvation, If it were
not for Christ coming into the world.

Romans 5:10
For If when we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, much more, having
been reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

Man does not deserve It nor can he earn It.

Salvation comes by the grace of God.




Grace demands a response.

The correct response IS:

FAITH

Ephesians 2:8
For by grace you have been saved through faith.

Without faith, the grace of God cannot save us.




What Is faith?

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith Is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.

Without faith we cannot please God.

Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he
who comes to God, must believe that He is, and that
He Is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.




The Bible is very clear on this subject.

We are saved by faith.

John 3:16-18

For God so love the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved. He
who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who
does not believe is condemned already, because he

has not believed in the name of the only begotten

Son.




Mark 16:16
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved; but
he who does not believe will be condemned.

John 8:24
Therefore | said to you that you will die in your sins;
for if you do not believe that | am He, you will die in

your sins.

Acts 16:30-31
And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must |
do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved you and your
household.




Acts 8:36-38
Now as they went down the road, they came to some
water. And the eunuch said, “See, here Is water.
What Is to prevent me from being baptized? Then
Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart you
may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

Romans 1:16-17
For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For
In it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith
unto faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”




In Romans 3 Paul is talking about faith and how
Important it Is.

When Martin Luther made his translation of the Bible
he added the word “alone” to verse 30. So it reads like
this:

“We reckon, therefore, that a man is justified by faith
alone.”

This Is false, he mistranslated the word.

We are saved or justified by faith, but not by faith
alone.




Johnl:12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name.

There are two kinds of faith.

One which denies the necessity of action and Is
purely mental and inward.

The other one is fully obedient, fully yielding faith,
totally committed to the Lord and to the doing of His
will.

Ephesians 4:5
There Is one faith.

Only one faith will save.




To be sure we are “saved by faith,” but it Is
dangerous to accept that statement as the final
answer, since there is a type of faith that will not

save.

James 2:19
You believe that there i1s one God. You do well.

Even the demons believe and they tremble.

John 12 :42-43
Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed In
Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not
confess Him, lest they should be put out of the
synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God.




Both of these groups believed, but neither were
saved.

So it Is possible to believe and not be saved.

Saving faith is a faith made complete by obedience.

Yet it is still faith, and it still an integral part of the
grace system.

Obedience or works is a response to faith.

There are several verses in the Bible that tells us of
the necessity of obedience.




| Peter 4:17
For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household
of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the end of those
who do not obey the gospel of God?

Il Thessalonians 1:8
When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance upon those who do
not know God and upon those who do not obey the gospel of

our Lord Jesus.

Hebrews 5:9
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him.

Il Corinthians 10:5
And take every thought captive to obey Christ.




Romans 6:16-18

Do you not know that if you yield yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,

either of sin which lead to death, or of obedience, which
leads to righteousness. But thanks be to God, that you who

were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the

heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, and having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness.

| Peter 1:22
Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for
a sincere love of the brethren, love one another earnestly
from the heart.

Galatians 5:7
You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the
truth.




Let’s go back to the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8 and
the Philippian jailer in Acts 16 and see what
happened after they had believed.

Acts 8:38
So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the
water, and he baptized him.

Acts 16:32-33
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in the house. And he took them the same night and
washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family
were baptized.




The guestion comes up, “Ephesians 2:8-9 says,
‘For by you have been saved through faith, and not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works lest

anyone should boast.” How can you say, we are

saved by works?”

Paul i1s simply stating the fact that there is no way that
you can earn your salvation,

Acts 4:12
Nor Is there salvation in anyone other, for there is no
other name under Heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.

But he Is not saying works are not involved.




Ephesians 2:10
We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them.

As Christians, we should be about doing good
deeds.

James gives us two examples:

Abraham

Rahab




James 2:21-26
Was not Abraham our Father justified by works when
he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that
faith was working together with his works, and by
works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was
fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it
was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was

called the friend of God. You see than that a man is
justified by works and not by faith only. Likewise was
not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she
received the messengers and sent them out another
way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works Is dead also.




What if Abraham had said, “l believe, but I'm not
going offer up my son?

What if Rahab, who believed, had not acted on her
faith?

Notice verse 22 again.

Do you see that faith was working together with his
works, and by works faith was made perfect.




The

Ezekiel 18:20
soul that sins shall die.

Man cannot redeem himself from his sins.

Wor

kS alone have no merit.

The only merit t

nat can be effective i1s Christ himself
as the sin-offering.

His blood can truly “wash away sin.”

But it takes faith

on man’s part to qualify for receiving

the blood atonement.

Yet man’s faith is no good unless and until it is made
perfect (complete) by his obedience to the Lord’s
commands.




HAVE YOU
ACCEPTED GOD'S
GRACE THROUGH

FAITH AND
OBEDIENCE?
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