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I.   Introduction 
   A. Providence is a subject that we don’t often study but it is an interesting one and I   

        believe it is important because it gives us a better understanding of how God deals  

        with His creation.  God has always worked in the affairs of man and He does this  

        through what we call providence. But like so many other Bible subjects, providence  

        has often been misunderstood, and perverted.  Hopefully, through this lesson, we  

        will learn the meaning of providence, the difference between general providence and  

        special providence and how God works through providence in our lives today. That  

        way we will have a better understanding of what it means when we talk about the  

        providence of God. 

 

        In this lesson we will just scratch the surface concerning the “Providence of God.”   

        For further study I recommend the lectureship book of the Southhaven church of  

        Christ, MS. The Providence of God, Thomas Warren and Garland Elkins, editors. 

  

   B. What is providence? 

         1. The New Century Dictionary-- foresee, forethought, to take thought for, to  

             perceive in advance, an occurrence or circumstance regarded as specially  

             ordained by God.        

         2. Vines Dictionary--as a noun, forethought, to think before.          

         3. New Bible Dictionary -- the unceasing activity of the Creator, whereby, in  

             overflowing bounty and goodwill, He upholds His creatures in ordered existence,  

             guides and governs all events, circumstances, and free acts of  angels and men,  

             and directs everything to its appointed goal, for His own glory.       

         

        Some say, that God is not involved in His creation. They say that after God created         

        the world, He then just sat back and  watched. But as we will see that is not true. As  

        we go through this lesson we will see that God is very active in His creation. 
 
   C. Where is providence used? 
         The Greek word pronoia (pro “before” noeo “to think”) is used twice in the New  

         Testament.  It is interesting to note, that instead of talking about the providence of   

         God,  it refers to the providence of man.  

       

         1. Acts 24:2 -- providence        KJV & ASV      
               “And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Seeing     

               that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto  

               this nation by thy providence.”  



 

 

           

         2.  Rom. 13:14 -- provision. 
               “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to  

               fulfil the lusts thereof.” 
 
       You might ask, How can we talk about the providence of God if the “providence of  

       God” is not even mentioned in the Bible?  Well, even though the phrase,   

       “Providence of God” is not specifically mentioned,  it is alluded to or implied   

       throughout the Bible, from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21.  For example, the word  

       omnipresence, is a word we often use to describe God, it means that God’s  presence  

       is everywhere at the same time. But even though the word is not specifically used in   

       the Bible, the concept is there. It is the same with the word providence. Today when   

       someone speaks of the providence of the Bible it is assumed that they are referring to   

       the providence of God. 

       Though we as Christians believe in the providence of God none can truthfully say  

       they completely understand it. But we do know that Divine providence involves all   

       of God’s creation, from the most humble person to the world wide needs of all of   

       God's creation. Nothing is left out of the providence of God. 
 
   D. Providence implied. 

       As we just said, the providence of God is not specifically mentioned, but I want us  

       to look at some verses that show it is alluded to or implied.    

         1.  Heb. 1:1-3 

                “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the  

                fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,  

                whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;  

                Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and  

                upholding  all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged  

                our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 

              

       In the beginning God spoke and the world came into existence. Today He keeps  

       things in order, or all together, through His word. Do I understand all that is involved  

       in doing that?  Of course not!   So what does the phrase mean, "upholding all things  

       by the  word of His power"?    I would like to read what Robert Milligan says in   

       his commentary on Hebrews.    

   

               "Is the word  upholding  used here to denote that Christ, by His word, so  

               supports all things as to keep them still in existence?   Does it mean that unless  

               supported by His word, all things would at once sink into annihilation? Or does   

               it simply mean that, by His word, He still maintains the order, harmony, and  

               well-being of the whole creation, so as to bear all things forward to their  

               appointed destiny?   The influence, whatever it is, is all-pervading and   

               universal. It extends to all things created, whether they be angels, men, suns,   

               moons, stars, comets, systems, or atoms;  so that by it the hairs of our head are  

               numbered. (Matt 10:29-30)  and the revolutions of the planets are constantly  

               regulated. This much is certain." 



 

 

        “Upholding all things by the Word of His power” means God is in control. 
 

         2. Colossians 1:16-17 

                “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,  

                visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,   

                or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all  

                things, and by him all things consist.” 

                

       As we have just seen, God created all things and He is in charge of all things and  

       maintains all things.  

 
         3. Romans 13:1 

                “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of  

                God: the powers that be are ordained of God.” 

 

      Here we find that even the governments of the world have been appointed by God   

      and are under His control.  We can see this clearly in the Old Testament. God raised  

      up a nation, Israel. God was their God and God provided for them and took care of  

      them as  long  as they obeyed Him. Then when they didn't obey Him, God would use  

      another nation to take the Israelites captive and punish them.  Then when Israel  

      turned back to God,  He would set them free.  This happened over and over.  But the  

      nations were under the control or providence of God.  (Is.10:5-7; Habakkuk. 1:5-11)   
      Nothing in this universe is outside the control of God. 
 
II.   Fundamental  Facts 
   A. Providence does not negate man's free moral agency.  

              

      One of the things that we need to realize, in talking about the providence of God, is  

      that no matter what God does in His dealings  with man He never overrides man's  

      freedom of choice.  As we read the next few verses let's listen carefully to what God's  

      word says about the will of  man.  
 
      Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

               “See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; In that I  

               command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to  

               keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest  

               live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither   

               thou goest to possess it. But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear,  

               but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce  

               unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your  

               days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. I call  

               heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life  

               and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy  

               seed may live: That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest  

               obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the   

               length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware   



 

 

               unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

 

         Joshua 24:15 

               “And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye  

               will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other  

               side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for  

               me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

 

         Matthew 23:37 

               “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which  

               are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even  

               as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” 

 

         John 5:39,40 

               “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are  

               they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.” 

 

         Heb. 11:24-26 

                “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of  

                Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,  

                than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ  

                greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the  

                recompence of the reward.” 

 

       All of these verses show  that each and every one of us has the responsibility to  

       choose who we will serve.  Will it be God or Satan?  Good or Evil?  The narrow  

       way or the broad way?    God tells us that He wants us to choose His way, but He  

       will never, ever make that decision for us.  It is up to each and everyone of us to  

       make our own decisions and reap the rewards or punishments based upon those  

       decisions. 

 

   B. God can use us in His providence whether we do His will or not. 

 

      What is interesting, is that even if we turn our backs on God, He can still use us in  

      His providence. Throughout the scriptures we see God not only using His faithful   

      servants to carry out His will but also those who choose to disobey Him. 

 
     For example: 

  

         1. Pharaoh  --  Ex. 5:1,2;  7:4,5 

                

               “And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the  

               LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in  

               the wilderness. And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his  

               voice to let Israel go?  I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.”   

 



 

 

               “But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt,  

               and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the  

               land of Egypt by great judgments. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the  

               LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children  

               of Israel from among them.” 

  

      God told Moses to tell Pharaoh to let His people go but Pharaoh refused,  so God told  

      Moses He would use this as a way to show the Egyptians that   "I  AM THE  
      LORD".   God was going to take the children of Israel out of Egypt, with or without   

      the consent of Pharaoh.  

 

         2. Judas -- Matt. 26:20-25; 46-49 

 

               “Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. And as they did  

               eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. And they  

               were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord,  

               is it I?  And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish,  

               the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe  

               unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that  

               man if he had not been born. Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and  

               said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said.” 

 

               “Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. And while he  

               yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude  

               with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now he  

               that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same  

               is he: hold him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and   

               kissed him.” 

 

      Judas was one of the twelve that had been with Jesus about 3 years. Yet he loved  

      money more than Jesus and was willing to betray Him for thirty pieces of silver. Note  

      that Judas betrayed Jesus and Peter denied Jesus but with very different outcomes.   

      Judas killed himself and  Peter  repented. Each one of us decides our own destiny. 

 

         3. Saul  --  Acts 9:3-6;  22:16; 9:18 

 

               “And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined  

               round about him a light from heaven and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice  

               saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  And he said, Who art  

               thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for  

               thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord,  

               what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into  

               the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” 

               “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,  

               calling on the name of the Lord.” 

 



 

 

               “And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received  

               sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.” 

 

      Saul was persecuting the church when Jesus confronted him on the road to Damascus.  

      (Acts 9:3-6).  Ananias then told Saul what he must do in order to be saved, but did  

      Saul have to obey the God’s command?  No!  But he did and God was able to do  

      great works through him. 

                                             

      Through these three examples (Pharaoh, Judas, Saul) we can see that each and every  

      one of us has to make our own decision to do God's will or not.  God doesn't make  

      the decision for us.  He gives us the information to make the right decision.  But no  

      matter what we decide, God's Will, will always be done.      

 

   C.  God's plan is for all to be saved.................II Peter 3:9;  Eph. 1:3-5 

 

               “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;  

               but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all  

               should come to repentance.” 

 

               “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us  

               with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according as he hath  

               chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and  

               without blame before him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of  

               children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.”. 
 

      As we just have just seen, man is a free moral agent.  Each one of must make our own  

      decision on whether to follow Jesus or not.  But here in Ephesians we read that God       

      “predestined" some to be His children. So how do we reconcile the fact that we have  

      freedom of choice, but at the same time, God has already predestined some to be  

      saved? God predestined a "group"  of people that would be saved, not individual  

      people.  It is up to each and everyone of us to follow God's word and becoming a part  

      of that  predestined  group. 

 

      God has done His part, now we must do ours. 

 

   D.  In God’s providence we may suffer..........II Timothy 3:12;  Ps. 119:71 

 

               “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

 

               “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.” 

 

      Being a child of God and doing His will does not keep us from pain and suffering.   

      Look at Job and Paul. (Just to name two).  Pain and suffering can help us to grow   

      and mature spiritually if we will let it.  Suffering may be part of God's plan and we   

      should accept it even though we may not see the reason at the time.”          

  



 

 

   E. Providence and Miracles are not the same.  

  

      This is the area of providence that causes people the most problems. Many people do  

      not understand the difference between providence and miracles and so they often use  

      the words interchangeably.  But as we will see they are not the same. Also, there are  

      some people that believe, that if God can not work through miracles today, we are  

      limiting God and it is just a waste of time for us to pray. Is that true?   Well, lets take  

      a closer look and see if we can gain a better understanding of the difference between  

      providence and miracle. 

 

      To begin with lets define providence and miracle.  Two simple definitions are: 

 

 1. Providence is God working in and through His natural laws. 

 2. Miracles is God working outside of His natural laws. 

 

      As we stated earlier, God has ruled in the affairs of men down through the ages by  

      providence, and with exceptions, miracles.  But, as we will see, they are not the same.  

      God has used miracles in the past in His dealings with man, but He does not use  

      miracles today.  

 

Let us note four reasons why miracles do not exist today.  

                   

         1. Spiritual gifts, involving the miraculous ended with God’s complete revelation.  

             I Corinthians 12:8-10; 13:8-13 

 

               “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of  

               knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the  

               gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to  

               another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of  

               tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues.”  (I Cor. 12:8-10) 

 

      In chapter 12 Paul is explaining miraculous gifts and list the nine gifts that the church  

      had. Then in 12:31 Paul said, “But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet I show  unto  

      you a more excellent way.”  He goes on to show how important love is in doing  

      God’s will. But then starting in 13:8 Paul says: 

    

             “Love never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether  

               there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish  

               away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when “that which is  

               perfect” is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. When I was a  

               child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I  

               became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass,  

               darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as  

               also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the  

               greatest of these is love.”    (I Cor. 13:8-13) 

 



 

 

       What Paul is doing in this passage is to compare “that which is in part” to “that  

       which is perfect”. “That which is in part” are the spiritual gifts referred to in chapter   

       12. But there is some disagreement about the meaning of “that which is perfect”.   

        The phrase, “that which is perfect”, comes from one word in the Greek with the  

        definite article: to teleion. Bagster defines it as; brought to completion; fully  
        accomplished, fully developed; complete or entire.  Thayer says it means; brought to  
        its end; finished;  wanting nothing necessary to completeness; perfect.  
 

      So what we find Paul saying in this passage is “that which is in part”, referring to  

      spiritual gifts, are temporary and will be done away with. And when will they cease   

      to exist? When “that which is perfect” has come. Or when the complete Word of God  

      has been revealed. Paul is comparing things that are equal. On one side you have   

      “that which is in part” or, prophecies, tongues, and knowledge, (which is representing  

      all the spiritual gifts in I Cor. 12:8-12). And compares it to “that which is perfect”  

      which is referring to the completed Word of God. So the temporary has been replaced  

      with the permanent, God’s Word.  

 

        2. The method of transferring miraculous power has ceased.  Acts 8:14-21. 

 

                “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had  

                received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John who, when they  

                were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:  

                (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the  

                name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received  

                the Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles'  

                hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also  

                this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 

                But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast  

                thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither  

                part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.” 

 

      Why were Peter and John sent to help Phillip?  To impart spiritual (miraculous) gifts  

      to the new converts. In verses 6,7 & 13 we are told that Phillip did miracles and signs,  

      then why couldn’t Phillip give them spiritual gifts? He was not an apostle and only  

      apostles could impart gifts. 

 

         3. The purpose of miracles have been served. Mark 16:15-20;  Hebrews 2:1-4. 

 

               “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every  

               creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth  

               not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my  

               name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall  

               take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they  

               shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. So then after the Lord had  

               spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of   

               God. And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with  



 

 

               them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.”  (Mark 16:15-20) 

 

      Notice that even though they possessed the power to heal the sick it wasn’t done to  

      heal all sickness. It was only done in conjunction of confirming God’s Word.   

      Timothy had a stomach ailment, yet he was told to, “Drink no longer water, but use a  

      little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.” (I Timothy 5:23).  And  

      Paul tells us in II Timothy 4:20, “Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left  

      at Miletum sick.” And remember Paul’s throne in the flesh? He could heal the sick,   

      why didn’t he just heal himself?  Because that was not the intention of the  

      miraculous. It was for confirming the Word, not for personal gain. 

 

              “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have  

               heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels  

               was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just  

               recompence of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation;  

               which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by  

               them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and  

               wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his  

               own will?”  (Hebrews 2:1-4) 

 

         4. The classifications or areas of miracles have ceased. They are:  

               a. miraculous power over death.  John 11. 

                   Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead after being dead for four days. 

               b. miraculous power over demons. Mark 5:1-9. 

                   Jesus cast the demons out of the possessed man into the swine. 

               c. miraculous power over material things and nature. John 6:5-14; Mark 4:35-41 

                   Jesus feed 5,000 men with five loaves of bread and two fishes. 

                   Jesus calmed the storm in the sea. 

               d. miraculous power over disease. Mark 2:1-12. 

                   Jesus healing the man bedridden with palsy. 

 

      Now, concerning the area of the miraculous power over diseases. Some say, even      

      some in the church, that God still heals with miracles. But if God is still active in one  

      area, why not all of the others?  If miracles still exist today why can we not raise  

      someone from the dead?  We must remember the reason for miracles; as signs and  

      wonders in confirming God’s Word. To help us better understand the difference  

      between the providence of God and miracles let’s look at some examples in God’s  

      Word. 

  

         1. Two births. 

            a. Matt. 1:18-25 

 

               “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was  

               espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the  

               Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to  

               make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he  



 

 

               thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a  

               dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy  

               wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall  

               bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his  

               people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which  

               was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with   

               child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which  

               being interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as  

               the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew  

               her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name  

               JESUS.” 

 

      Was the birth of Jesus providence or a miracle?    A miracle!   Why?  The virgin birth   

      was the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy in Is.7:14.  The conception of Mary was a  

      supernatural act of God's power, a miracle.     

 

      Now let's look at the conception of Hannah. 

 

            b.  I Samuel 1:1,2,5,10,11           I Samuel 1:19,20 

 

                “Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of mount Ephraim, and   

                his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu,  

                the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite: And he had two wives; the name of the one was  

                Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but  

                Hannah had no children. But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he  

                loved Hannah: but the LORD had shut up her womb.  And she was in bitterness  

                of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and  

                said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine  

                handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto  

                thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of  

                his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.” 

 

               “And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the LORD, and  

               returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his  

               wife; and the LORD remembered her. Wherefore it came to pass, when the time  

               was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his  

               name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD.”               

  

      Did God answer Hannah prayers?   Yes!!  Was it done through providence or  

      miracle?  Providence!  Did God have a hand in it? Yes!  Here God allowed Hannah to  

      "be with child"  through the natural law of procreation. Here we have two children  

      being born, Samuel through the providence of God, and Jesus through the miracle of   

      God. 

 
    

 



 

 

      2. Two storms. 
            a. Matt. 8:23-27 

    “And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. And, behold,  

               there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with  

               the waves: but he was asleep. And his disciples came to him, and awoke him,  

               saying, Lord, save us: we perish. And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O  

               ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there  

               was a great calm. But the men marveled, saying, What manner of man is this,  

               that even the winds and the sea obey him!” 

 

      Was the storm calmed by  providence or miracle?   Miracle!     Jesus didn't use any  

      natural laws in order to calm the storm. Instead, He just spoke and the winds and the  

      sea obeyed, therefore, it was a miracle. 

 

            b. James 5:16-18;  I Kings 17:1; 18:1; 18:41-45 

 

               “..the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a    

               man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not  

               rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.  

               And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her   

               fruit.” 

 

               “And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab,  

               As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew  

               nor rain these years, but according to my word.”  

 

                “And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to  

                Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send  

                rain upon the earth.” 

 

               “And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of  

               abundance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat and to drink.  And Elijah went up to  

               the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face  

               between his knees, and said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea.   

               And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing.  And he said, Go again  

               seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there  

               ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand.  And he said, Go up, say  

               unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.  

               And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds  

               and wind, and there was a great rain.  And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.”   

 

      Was the storm and the rain the result of providence or miracle?  Providence!  Of  

      course this is how rain forms.  It starts with a small cloud  that builds into big dark  

      clouds of rain.  But in this instance God controlled the elements, through providence,  

      and  caused it to rain.     

 



 

 

      So there is a difference between God working through providence and His working  

      through miracles. We have seen that God has, in times past, worked in men’s life  

      through miracles but now only does so through His providence.  

 

      Maybe, there are still those who still can’t see how God can answer our prayers  

      through providence alone, without using miracles. Even though we will never  

      completely understand exactly how God does this, we must have faith and trust that  

      God can and will answer our prayers.  But to help us better understand please listen  

      carefully to the following. 

 

      We have noticed that God does not now answer our prayers through miracles, but we  

      have also noticed that this does not rule out God providentially working through  

      natures laws, people, and events. Once when Brother Guy N. Woods was asked,  

      “How can God answer prayers through providence alone?” He said the following: 

 

      “I hold in my hand a book. It rests suspended between my hand and the floor. Were I  

      to release my hold on it, the book would fall to the floor--the pull of gravity would      

      draw it, inward and toward the center of the earth. But, it does not fall. Why? Because  

      I am securely holding it in my hand.[I am applying a greater force than that of   

      gravity]  Am I, by this action, violating the law of gravity?    No!  I have simply  

      suspended it. By bringing into operation another law of physics I have suspended, for  

      the time being, the law of gravity. If man, by causing one law to operate, may   

      suspend another, surely God can; and the assumption that any change in the   

      operations of the universe is impossible on the grounds that this would be in conflict  

      with the uniform operation of nature’s law, is false and fallacious--a manifestation of  

      unbelief and the rejection of God and the divine powers in the operations of the   

      universe.” 

 

      What Brother Guy N. Woods is saying, is that, if I can manipulate or suspend God’s  

      law to accomplish what I set out to do, don’t you think God can do the same?  Even  

      more? I applied a greater force over the law of gravity to hold the book in place. God,  

      Who is the greatest force can also control His laws to accomplish what He wants.  He  

      made the laws. Don’t you think that maybe God knows ways to use those laws in  

      ways we haven’t even thought of yet? Or maybe never will?   

 

      Some say we are limiting God if we say He doesn’t use miracles in answering prayers  

      today. I say they are the ones limiting God by saying God can’t do what He wants  

      through His own natural laws.  

 

      Remember, just because we can’t explain something that happens, it doesn’t make it a  

      miracle. There are lots of things that happen everyday that we can’t explain but it  

      could be that we haven’t learned about it yet.  In times past things like an eclipse was  

      something unexplainable and thought to magical, but today we understand it is all a  

      part of God’s natural laws. 

 

      



 

 

      God is just as powerful today as He ever was, and when we pray to Him, God works  

      through His providence to answer our prayers. And one way God does this is in His   

      general providence.   

 

III. General  Providence 
       General providence is God working in a general way to take care of all of His  

       creation.    

 

   A.  God blesses both saint and sinner................Matt.5:43-45 

 

      “Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine  

      enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good  

      to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute  

      you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his  

      sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the   

      unjust.” 

   

   B.  God provides food for the animals...............Ps. 104:21; 147:9 

         

       “The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from God.” 

 

        “He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry.” 

 

   C.  God cares for the birds...............................Matt. 6:26 

 

        “Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into  

        barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?” 

 

     As we can see, God takes care of and wants the best for all of His creation. And He  

     does this through His general providence. 
 
IV.  Special  Providence 
   A.  God takes care of His children....................Rom. 8:28 

 

        “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to  

        them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

 

             Brother Andrew Connally, said, "It is doubtful that there are fifteen other words   

             in the Bible that say more about the providence of God than these found in  

             Romans eight, twenty eight." He goes on to talk about the four laws found in  

             this verse.  The law of Operation, law of Cooperation, the law of Compensation,  

             and the law of  Limitation. We don't have time to go into each one of these laws   

             and discuss them but there are a couple of points I want us to notice.  

   

 

 



 

 

         1. We enjoy, even feel comfort in the phrase, "All things work together for good...."      

             But how can every situation in life work out to our good?  What about suffering?    

             Pain?   Persecution?   Failure?  Tragedy?  Even death?  How can these be for our  

             good? 

  

     We may not understand how "bad" things can be for our good, but we must have faith  

      in God that all things will work out for our good even if we can't see the "good" at the  

      time. Even though we may never completely understand Romans 8:28, we must  

      remember, that what we call good and what God calls good maybe two different  

      things. Good to God, is that through His providential care we will get to heaven. 

 

         2. Phil. 1:12-14.            

 

        “But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto  

        me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; so that my bonds in  

        Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; and many of the  

        brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak   

        the word without fear.” 

 

             Do you think Paul wanted to be in prison?  Do you think Paul wanted to be   

             persecuted,  beaten or  stoned to the point that they left him for dead?  Of course      

             not!  But it was all for a purpose, the spreading of the gospel! 

 

             We must remember, even Jesus Christ, who was without sin, had to suffer pain,  

             rejection, tragedy, even death.   And it all worked together for good!  It was the   

             only way that God could redeem man. 

 

             We must also remember that God has not promised to work providentially for  

             good, to those who refuse to obey Him.   First, and foremost we must do Gods  

             will. Then He will make things work together for good. 

 

   B.  God can do more than we ask or think.........Eph. 3:20                          

 

        “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or  

        think, according to the power that worketh in us.”  

 

      It is hard to imagine that God can do more than we can even think. but this shows  

      that the great power He has to provide for us. How great is our God! And don't  

      forget, He is on our side!  

 

   C.  God supplies our needs..............................Phil. 4:19   

 

      “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ   

      Jesus” 

      All of our needs will be supplied by God according to His riches.  Notice, it does not  

      say, all of our wants, but our needs.    



 

 

   D.  We must put God first................................Matt. 6:25-34  

  

        “ Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what  

        ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than  

        meat, and the body than raiment?  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,  

        neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.  

        Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit  

        unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the  

        field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:  And yet I say unto you,   

        That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

 

        Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is  

        cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?  Therefore  

        take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? Or, What shall we drink? Or,  

        Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:)  

        for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye  

        first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added  

        unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take  

        thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 

 
        Here, we truly see the providence of God at work in all of His creation. He takes    

        care of the birds of the air,  the flowers, grass and you and me. But if we want God  

        to take care of us in this special way,  that is through His special providence, instead  

        of just through His general providence, as we mentioned earlier,  we must do ONE   

        thing...... WE  MUST  PUT  GOD  FIRST  IN  OUR  LIVES!!!!!     God expects no  

        less and accepts no less!!! 
 
V.  Providence and a Divine Interpreter 
   A.  How do we know when and how God worked providentially in the lives of such   

         people as Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Ester, Daniel and others? 

 

            The only way we know is because God has told us through His inspired Word.  

            There is no other way for us to know for sure if it was God working behind the   

            scenes.   

    

   B.  Does God work providentially in our lives today? 

 

             Yes, He does!!!   We have just shown that God works in lives of people today.   

             By general providence in the lives of all mankind and through special providence  

             in the lives of His children.  

 

   C.  Do we know when He does? 

 

             No!  At least not with any certainty. We may think that something happened  

             and God had a hand in it, but we must be careful because we can not be sure God 

             had a direct hand in it. I may believe that He did but we can only know for sure if  



 

 

           God, Himself, tells us, and remember, He doesn't speak directly to us today.  
 
 There are some today that get up and testify about how and what God has done in  

            their lives.  But can they be for sure it was God working in their lives?    No!!      

            Have you ever noticed that when they "testify" that it is always the good things in  

            their lives that they say God has done?   But, as we have seen, sometimes it was  

            the unpleasant things in the lives of the Bible people that God played a part in.                                                              
 
VI. Examples of God's Providence 
 

   A. Daniel 

       In Daniel 2 we read of a dream that king Nebuchadnezzar had and his wise men  

       could not interpret but Daniel could and it contained a great image.   

 

        1. The king couldn’t remember the dream, so his wise men could not interpret it for  

            him.  

 

            a. By the power of God, Daniel was shown the dream and the interpretation  

                (Daniel 2:23). 

            b. The image had a head of gold, which represented the kingdom of Babylon  

                (Daniel 2:38).           

            c. The breast and arms of the image were silver, representing the Medo-Persian  

                empire, which overthrew Babylon. 

            d. The belly and thighs on the image were brass, representing the Greeks, who  

                were the next world power. 

            e. And the legs and feet were iron and clay, representing the Roman empire. 

 

        2. We know, based upon the inspired interpretation given by Daniel, that the future  

            was being revealed (Daniel 2:29) 

 

            a. Four prominent world powers would exist, one after the other, and then during  

                the fourth kingdom, Rome, God would establish His kingdom, the church  

                (Daniel 2:44). 

            b. What many people don’t realize is that God providentially used these kingdoms  

                in bringing about the “fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4), when the Messiah  

                would come and make the spread of the Gospel, and therefore the church of  

                Christ possible. 

            c. The Babylonian kingdom provided for the establishment of the Jewish  

                synagogues.  

 

                1) These played an important role during the personal ministry of Christ as well  

                    as the fulfillment of the Great Commission by the apostles and early  

                    Christians. 

                2) It provided a gathering place to preach the Gospel. 

 

  



 

 

           d. The Medo-Persian empire provided a system of law and order. This continued  

                and through this system men like Paul were protected by the law to a great  

                extent while they preached. 

            e. The empire of the Greeks provided a universal language. This is the language  

                of  the New Testament, a language that is very descriptive as well as having a  

                permanence, it doesn’t change. 

            f.  And the Roman empire provided many key ingredients: good roads, free  

                customs, and freedom of travel and communication. 

            g. All of these made the Great Commission easier to fulfill. 

 

        3. God intervened providentially throughout time to care for His people. 

 

   B. Esther 

    

      Another great example of God’s providence is found in Esther. 

 

         1. You remember that Esther, the young Jewish girl became queen. 

         2. During her time as queen, a law was enacted to destroy all Jews, presented by the  

             wicked Haman. 

         3. Esther had hidden her identity as a Jew from her husband, the king. 

         4. But Mordecai approached her with a question: “For if thou altogether holdest thy  

             peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews  

             from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who  

             knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

 

               a. Mordecai is saying that God was going to providentially deliver His people. 

               b. However, Esther should look around and see how God had providentially  

                   intervened in her life in order to use her for that task. 

   

         5. And so she accepts the advice of Mordecai, and God providentially makes the  

             rest of the events fit together to provide deliverance of the Jews. 

 

  C. And there are numerous other examples that we could look at to see God’s  

        providence at work.  

 

        1. Joseph..............................................Gen. 37-50 

 

            a. Jacob loved Joseph -- coat of many colors. 

            b. Brothers jealous and hated Joseph. 

            c. Plotted to kill him -- sold him in slavery. 

            d. Potiphar bought him, made him overseer of his house. 

            e. Potiphar's wife -- ended up in prison. 

            f. Joseph put in charge of other prisoners. 

            g. Interpreted butler and baker's dreams. 

            h. Butler put back in service, baker would die. 

            i. Pharaoh has dreams -- no one can interpret. 



 

 

            j. Joseph interprets dreams. 

            k. Seven years of plenty and seven years of famine. 

            l.  Pharaoh put Joseph in charge. 

            m. Joseph's brothers come for grain. 

            n. Joseph reveals that he is their brother.    

            o. Gen. 45:5. "....for God sent me before you to preserve life." 

 

Yes, God worked providentially in the life of Joseph. His brothers were out to cause him 

harm but God made it all work out for good. It reminds us of Romans 8:28….  

 

            “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

              them who are the called according to His purpose.” 

 

Though we don’t always understand how God works in our lives and answers prayer,  

it doesn’t mean we have to depend upon a miracle, luck, chance, accident or coincidence. 

God has said He will provide for us if we do His will.  

 

There are many other people and events that we could mention concerning the 

providence of God. Yes, God has worked through miracles at different times throughout 

the history of mankind. But it is the exception instead of the normal rule of laws. We can 

look at the lives of men such as Job, Moses and Abraham etc. and see how God worked 

in their lives through His providence. Rest assured that God will provide what is best for 

His children. Our goal is to get to heaven not to make sure that we face no difficulties in 

this life. If will obey God and walk in the light as He is in the light (I John 1:7) we can 

leave everything in His hand. 


